
FallRiverPTO.org  Have The Courage to Be Outstanding 

February 11th, 2013 Minutes 
 

Meeting called to order at  3:40 

Announcements 
Principal’s  Report :  Thank you to all who contributed to St. Vrain Manor 
fundraiser from Student Council. We’ll once again have two full-day 
Kindergartens and two half-day Kindergartens — all very full. Anyone who 
wants to be in that full-day class should get on the waiting list right away. 

Open Enrollment: We had a very high number of requests for open 
enrollment — in the top three schools for the district for open enrollment 
requests. 

Conference Meals: Thank you for the wonderful food during parent/teacher 
conferences.  

TCAP: Coming up very soon!  

Leader in Me Conference: We sent two people to the Leader in Me 
conference. It was a fabulous conference. It was a very positive experience. 
The two people who went will meet with the teachers on our focus committee 
on Wednesday. One of the next steps will be talking to parents, but the focus 
process requires staff buy-in first. 

STEM: Information will be coming home soon about increasing STEM 
involvement. We don’t yet have all the specifics, but that meeting is also this 
Wednesday so you should be getting information about that soon. 

Treasurer’s  Report : Finalized Fox Trot — 4,132.76 is our final expense, 
counting all receipts. We’ll start utilizing the line item for our child care for 
PTO meetings. We’ve had trouble with students actually showing up for child 
care (from the Skyline honor society), so we’ve hired Amber for the 
remainder of the year. 

Minimal expenses for Conferences. By doing $1 childcare, the cost of 
childcare for conferences isn’t completely eliminated but is mitigated a lot. 

District auditor is now on our insurance. We’re not sure why. 

Approve Minutes: Minutes from December approved as written. 

Action Items 
Carnival : We met as a board. In the past, PTO provided food (hot dogs, 
nachos, etc) and hired I Scream Colorado. Instead, let’s hire a vendor like 
Abo’s catering (brats, hamburgers, carnival food), let I Scream Colorado do ice 
cream and popcorn. We’d take kitchen rental, all food preparation, and a lot 
of work. 

Cash vs. Tickets: Separate the decision to have vendors handle all the food 
from the decision to accept only cash. 

Vendors: We’ll send an email to the school to solicit vendors, and we can 
choose which ones we’d like based on criteria like pricing. 

Yearbook: Deadline for getting photos is the 15th.  

Box Top Collection: Keep bringing Box Tops until the middle of this 
week. We’ll try to finalize by Friday, and then we decided at a previous 
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meeting to use Box Top money for playground equipment to supplement 
what they have outside. 

Milk Caps: Kathy will contact Longmont Dairy to get us a box to put in the 
front entrance. 

Teacher Appreciation Week: Massage day is scheduled. Jay Stype is 
coordinating this. Plan will be together before Spring Break (since everyone 
becomes pretty unavailable during TCAP) 

Self  Defense: In the wake of the Jessica Ridgeway tragedy, we’re reminded 
how important self-defense can be. Alpha Martial Arts teaches a kids’ self-
defense class specifically on how to escape from an attacker. In March, they’ll 
come during our meeting, have Shelby & Mike with the kids in the gym 
teaching them this class (for $2 per child), and then after our meeting we’ll let 
them give a demonstration of what they’ve learned over the hour. 

We’ll have a signup ahead of time to make sure we don’t have too many kids 
involved at once. 

The $2 per child won’t go to Alpha Martial Arts; we’ll donate that to a charity 
that we’ll identify before the event. (Recommendation: “I Love You Guys”) 

Walking School Bus: Mr. Hoople will be scheduling a meeting. 

Cartridges for Kids: They’ll send us a check. We may want to donate it to 
a charity. (They recommend Sandy Hook.) 

Classroom Updates 
PK: No report 

K:  (Ms. Sampish) Working a lot on reading. Science: Doing a lot with wood 
and paper. Seeing what kind of paper is easier and harder to write. Also 
working on talking bubbles and bringing in emotions. Social Studies: Doing 
globes and maps. Math: Addition and subtraction.  

Advice to Upcoming Kindergarten Parents: Do something this summer where 
your child is being taught by something other than you. Library, museum, 
Fall River. It’s a whole different experience to watch your child doing 
something. Count! At the dinner table, count goldfish, anything. Work on the 
letters out of order. We do all lowercase letters. We don’t teach them capital 
letters at all. 

iPads: Used some full-day funds to buy iPads. Requesting $25 for iTunes gift 
cards. PTO board will review budget and put that on the March agenda if we 
have that money in our budget. 

1st: No report 

2nd: Working on habitat projects. 

3rd: No report 

4th: Doing biographies of people in Colorado. Math: Division. Writing: 
Persuasive writing. 

5th: Have been assigned their conservation project topics. 

Specials : No report. 

Meeting adjourned at  4:18. 

 


