
Fall River PTO  Have The Courage to Be Outstanding 

September 10th, 2012 Minutes 
 

Our guest speakers are presenting first, so our night is beginning at 7:04. 

Meeting called to order at 7 :22  

Announcements 
Principal’s Report: Enrollment up about 25 kid from this time last year, 
which is great because that’s how we get staffed. At about 485, give or take 
(depending on day of the week) plus preschool. This year we have two full-day 
Kindergarten sections again, with a total of four sections of Kindergarten 
(AM, PM, two full days).  

Class Size: In the past, average class size was 24, now it’s supposed to be 25. 
We try to keep Kindergarten smaller, but other grades are higher (average 
without K is 25-26, first grade is 28!) 

Paras: Two para positions are posted that we’re able to fill because of our 25 
extra kids. With the literacy and RTI coordinator, came up with a schedule of 
how every kid with an ILP can get additional para support, and setup this 
schedule to let literacy teachers teach literacy, while the paras can do recess 
duties (to free up certified staff). Teachers were doing 10 minutes of 
lunchroom duty, and we want to keep that (helping with relationships). We’ll 
be able to do flooding in first grade now, like we do in Kindergarten. 

Staff:  New special education teacher, Kylie Ziegler — happy to have her! In 
fourth grade, we had two teachers leave (one for middle school, one for 
family), and are joined by Ms. Mirto and Mr. Cody. At fifth grade, Mr. 
Medlock was the assistant principal at Sunset; he’s now teaching here. 

TCA P Test Results: Third grade scores are among the highest in every subject 
in the entire state. Fifth grade scores are not what we’d hoped they would be. 
We had eight kids get 100%on math. 

Professional Developm ent: During late starts, we’ll be working on 
differentiation — right in the classroom, different kids will get different work. 
Book Study: The Leader in Me (around Stephen Covey seven habits of highly 
effective people) 

Them e for the Year: Begin with the end in mind 

 

Budget: Most of the budget will be out next month, after Fox Trot 

Approval of Minutes : May, 2012 minutes approved as written. 

Classroom Updates 
We haven’t yet filled all the grade level liaison positions. We’re still looking 
for volunteers for these and for room parent positions in each classroom. 

Room  parents are people who expect to attend classroom events, field trips, 
and participate in other in-school activities. In particular, we’d like room 
parents to deliver pictures to the yearbook coordinator. Grade-level liaisons 
just need to communicate with teachers, find out what’s happening in their 
classrooms, and if there’s anything they want mentioned at the PTO 
meetings. 
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Action Items 
Fox Trot: Fox Trot is run outside at Stephen Day Park. Students run laps, 
and ask for sponsors for the event. This year we’re accepting both per-lap 
pledges and m onthly subscriptions online (but fixed amounts only in cash). 

In addition to the run is a health fair celebrating a healthy lifestyle, with five 
stations, including an obstacle course.  

A major question is what happens to the money we raise. The answer: we’ll 
have the year’s budget ready to approve at next month’s meeting. If you’d like 
a say in what programs we fund, please attend! 

Our fundraising goal is set $5,000 higher than last year. What do we plan to 
do with the extra money? We have not published any budget yet, since we 
don’t want to even imply that we’re funding programs that are contingent on 
donations we may not get, but we do have some specific requests from the 
school for major initiatives to fund this year in addition to what we normally 
do. 

Volunteer Needs: We’re still recruiting volunteers to help with hearing 
and vision screenings, and lots to help with conference meals. 

 

 

 

 

 


