
Fall River PTO  Have The Courage to Be Outstanding 

November 12th, 2012 Minutes 
 

Meeting called to order at  7:00 

Announcements 
Principal’s  Report : Thank everyone who helped with Parent Update / 
Family Fun Night / Ice Cream Social. We had an extraordinary turnout, with 
standing room only. 

Heads Up: Kindergarten registration is starting soon (December 3 to about 
January 15). The paperwork is not published on the website yet, since 
portions from the district are not yet updated. Kindergarten Parent 
Information Night is also coming up. 

We’ve had two full-day and two half-day classes. It’s likely we’ll get to 
continue that pattern. 

Fifth Graders: Going to pilot a new idea for Fall River. We want to try a 
family celebration. Right before Thanksgiving and Winter Break, we have a 
special turkey lunch. At a lot of schools that’s a special event. We’ve never 
invited guests, since our cafeteria is so small. This year we’ll pilot that with 
just fifth grade (since this is their last holiday meal at Fall River). Note that 
we will not be inviting siblings from a different class (but siblings who are not 
in school may attend). 

MyOn: Should be getting your MyOn reader information by Friday. This is 
an amazing reading program. Login information is coming home the day 
kids go to the lab, so it won’t all come home the same day. Please use it over 
Thanksgiving Break! 

Superintendent’s Report: Thank you for the mill levy! 

Clorox Poll: Text 95248 with the message “2521PBF” to vote, and vote 
online. (One text and one online vote per day.) 

Treasurer’s  Report : Our King Soopers checks are going up by about $100 
each time, so keep spending! We have new cards at PTO meetings, and you 
can order new cards at FallRiverPTO.org . 

Fox Trot: We’re likely to come in on budget for expenses. 

Minutes : Motion to approve minutes from October. Minutes had 
inaccurately indicated Kindergarten was “Not Present”. Motion to accept with 
that revision carries unanimously. 

Liaison Reports 
Preschool : Preschool registration will be moved up from last year to about 
January 7th.  

Kindergarten: Studying the difference between guppies and goldfish. 

1st Grade: Liquids, solids, gasses. Reading: Neighborhoods. Writing: 
Practicing their best sentences. Math: Double-digit addition, place value, 
money. Also practicing for the Thanksgiving play. 

2nd Grade: Math: Finished area and perimeter. Writing: How To. Reading: 
Most students are past the 1,000 minute mark; a lot are closing in on 2,000.  

3rd Grade: No report 
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4th Grade: Science: Studying crawfish, beetles. Writing: Research papers on 
different biomes 

5th Grade: Math: Finishing area, with a big project (for Halloween) 
designing a room and then figure out the area and perimeter for each part. 
Writing: Read something and write a summary of it. Science: Being able to 
read data (put up a mystery data chart and figure out what the data could be 
showing) 

Specials : Art: 2nd grade worked on 3D skeletons, 3rd grade on landscape 
paintings, 4th grade on cubist faces made out of clay, 5th grade on ceramics. 
Mr. Boyd needs No. 2 Dixon Ticonderoga pencils. Music: KidZing will be in 
the parade of lights on December 8th at 5:00. Their theme is “Polar Express” 
and singing some of the songs from their winter performance. Tuesday, 
December 18th at 7:00 — concert at Vance Brand PE: Have had a student 
teacher (Ms. A or Ms. Annie) doing hockey, obstacle courses, bowling, kickball 
(on election day), and jumping rope with partners doing Double Dutch. 
MyOn: It’s quite phenomenal — hundreds of books (history, science, foreign 
language, everything), including (optionally) audio, highlighting each word as 
it’s reading. 

New Business 
Fundraising Request : Tabled until next month, since we need to wait for 
budgets from KidZing (which may be lower than what we expected) and 
Chipotle (which may be higher) before we can approve anything new 

If we do want to buy a printer, it needs to be networked, and only one printer 
meets the district’s needs — and that model is expensive. 

Pig Race: Background: In August, we found a huge surplus of pigs available. 
They’re available in increments of one dozen, but we didn’t know how many 
we needed. After Fox Trot was over, none were available! They’re on back 
order until December 7th, so we may not be able to get any pigs until January. 

Since the point of the Fox Trot event was to get kids moving and having fun. 
Could we do a sack race? It’s competitive, it’s athletic, it’s open to all ages, it 
lets us save money on pigs and instead get bigger prizes for winners. 

Motion: to stop doing the pig race altogether and instead hold some type of 
race (e.g., a sack race) as an alternative, which we can sustain annually. 

Discussion: K-2 winner would get $25 gift card, 3-5 would get $25 gift card (as 
“overall winner”), and we’d have the ability to do prizes for the 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
place winners for each grade.  

In favor of January Pig Race 3 

In favor of big pig race: 6 

In favor of sack race instead of pig race: 10 

Website Advertising: We’ve had a tax preparer volunteer to prepare our 
return, which is due November 15th, in exchange for good advertising. Can we 
setup a place on the website to advertise businesses who donate to the school? 
Abo’s donates pizza; Tutor Doctor donated last year; businesses could be 
listed (with a phone number or website or e-mail) on the website throughout 
the school year. If a company donated enough, we could offer additional 
space in the yearbook. 

Motion to allow advertising on the PTO website carries unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at  8:19 


