
Fall River PTO  Have The Courage to Be Outstanding 

March 11th, 2013 Minutes 
 

Meeting called to order at  7:03 

Announcements 
Principal’s  Report :  Preschool registration went very well. We have a 
couple spots left, but not many. There are also a couple spots in both full day 
Kindergarten (24 total spots in that class) and PM Kindergarten. 

TCAP is starting tomorrow. Last year we had a split where the makeups had 
to be after Spring Break. This year everything should be done before. 

Budget: We’re hoping for school budget and staffing plans before Spring 
Break as well. 

STEM: Any questions?  

 We’ll be staffed and trained as though that’s our focus, but we’re still looking 
at the student leadership piece that students / parents are interested in. 
Whether we choose that as our focus or not, we’ll have the same staffing. 

We may or may not need STEM to be a focus. For example, some schools 
have differentiation as a focus, whereas at Fall River we just do that. We don’t 
see it as a focus. STEM may be similarly integrated into our building that it 
doesn’t need to be a separate focus. But STEM training comes first. 

We’ll have one new staff member (STEM coordinator). That person needs to 
be a certified teacher, but not necessarily someone with a specific background 
in science and math — just someone who has a passion for those things.  

Treasurer’s  Report : We finally got our check from Chipotle: $1,300. Last 
year was $900. King Soopers is less than $1,000 off what we guessed we would 
make.  

Approve Minutes: Minutes accepted as written. 

Business 
Teacher Appreciation: The official Teacher Appreciation week is 
scheduled for the first full week of May, but due to many conflicts that week 
we’ll do ours April 29 to May 3rd.  

For the gift item, we’d like to include the school’s new logo, which the district 
is developing. We don’t know if the logos will be ready in time, but we can 
also delay that item if needed. 

We’ll try to have a cart every day. Last year we had a cupcake cart / candy cart 
every day. Carts will deliver before school 8:30 to 9:00 (at 1:00 it was a 
distraction). We’ll still do breakfast on Wednesday, and then whatever else. 

Deb arranged Tuesday the 30th for chair massages.  

We have 53 staff members to recognize that week. Our goal is to find 53 
corporate sponsors in the community and in the school and have something 
from each sponsor for each teacher. We’ll be happy if anybody wants to help 
reach out to businesses in the community. 

Carnival : Deb met with Paula to discuss how much to order of different 
prizes. May need help with that.  

Paula has offered to come back and help us setup Carnival. 
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Vendors: We’re still looking for food sponsorship. Vendors have based their 
invoice on inventory rather than counting tickets. That was very clean. We 
can easily continue offering food for tickets this year. 

Volunteers: We’ll start recruiting right after Spring Break. 

New/Old Games: We won’t do balloon animals. We’re looking into airbrush 
tattoos. They go on very fast.  

Fox Trot: We were approached by Alpine Elementary to discuss a 
partnership. They do a fundraiser race, but theirs wasn’t as successful as ours. 
We’d like to combine our resources in terms of corporate sponsorships to 
defer some of the cost (sponsoring both schools at once).  

We have some contacts that would loan us some timing chips at a low cost, so 
we wouldn’t need to hassle with bibs. 

Restaurant Nights : Abo’s is not owned by the family within our school 
any longer. That’s why we haven’t had Abo’s flyers going home. We haven’t 
seen a check from Abo’s, and we were planning on that income. 

We had planned not to do a second Chipotle night, but we’re now short by 
that much money. They have redone the way that they allow the fundraising 
nights for schools; there’s now a limited number of schools per quarter. We 
can’t do another before the year is over, but could do one over the summer. 
We should announce that before the school’s email distribution lists reset. 

TRMS Menchie’s Night is the 10th of May. 

Box Tops: We should be getting $1,100 from Box Tops. We have almost 
12,000 Campbell’s labels, so we’ve got a wish list going for playground 
equipment. For milk caps we need 1,000 before we can turn them in; we’ve 
collected 76. For Tyson Labels we need 100 and have 7. 

Volunteer Positions: Signup sheets are available. All positions on the 
board are available every year. If you’re interested or you know someone who 
would be good, signup! 

Classroom Updates 
PK: No report 

K:  No report 

1st: No report 

2nd: No report 

3rd: No report 

4th:  Math: Capacity of objects. Science: Electricity. Scribble drawings — get a 
line, have to write about it. 

5th: No report 

Specials : PE: Rope world, parachute outside, just finished Jump Rope for 
Heart donation drive. They have a jump rope unit during PE.  Music: 3rd 
graders are learning 13 songs for their concert; 4th graders are learning music 
from Annie and Cats. Primary grades have Informances during the school 
day; 3rd grade has a separate show; 4th and 5th have such high KidZing 
participation that we don’t do a separate concert. Art: Starting to create 
portfolios with artwork from the year. Mr. Boyd is selecting artwork for the 
Twin Peaks Mall art display.  

The Pennies for Patients fundraiser came from Student Council. 

Meeting adjourned at  7:52 


