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FALL RIVER COMMUNICATIONS COUNCIL  MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 10, 2005:  7:00 P.M.

INTRODUCTIONS: Kirsten Danile,President
Discussion:
Kirsten introduced the faculty attending the meeting: Principal Marge Rice, Librarian Kim
Rinehart, 5th Grade Teacher Kristi Ekern, Literacy Teacher Missy McIntosh, and Counselor
Susan Julien. Susan will speak at the November FRCC meeting.  Kirsten shared Thank You
Notes given to FRCC by the McKell family for Seanna’s memorial tree, by the 4th Grade
Team for “My Colorado” books, and by Trail Ridge Middle School PTO for the start-up
money given them by FRCC.
Action:
Kirsten asked for volunteer(s) interested in working with local restaurants to do Fall River
Elementary School Nights. Several restaurants have expressed an interest in providing Fall
River with a percentage of proceeds from a specific night’s income. Please let Kirsten know
if you are interested.

FUNDRAISING:  Shay Rosencrans
Discussion:
Grand Total: $34,943 School Profit: $18,233 (this does not include internet sales 

   which probably total about $1,100)
Breakdown of  Fundraiser

Cash Donations:    $1,523.00
Book Sales: $16,710.00
Food Card:      $610.00    (122 cards)

11 students sold >$300 each and will receive a free t-shirt
25 students earned pigs by selling at least 30 items
1 family sold $740.00 – WOW!

Delivery Date is Thursday, October 20th.  The Pig Race and Best Dressed Pig Contests will
be held a week or so after delivery.

There was a discussion about Fall River Fundraiser versus Alpine Fundraiser. Alpine raised
about $16,000 doing a Move-A-Thon and Silent Basket Auction. The volunteers required for
the Alpine fundraiser was much higher than needed for the Fall River fundraiser.

Brigett Rodriguez suggested that the cash donation option be advertised a little better.
Kristy Ekern suggested a larger selection of magazines in next year’s fundraiser.

Shay talked a little more about this year’s fundraising company, ABC. If we go with ABC
again next year, we get $2,000 signing bonus.  They guaranteed $16,000 this year. That
would probably have to be renegotiated.  ABC delivers right to the classrooms. Not all
companies do this. We really need to look at what company will do for us.

Action:  A volunteer coordinator is still needed for next year’s fundraiser.
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BOOK ROOM UPDATE: Missy McIntosh
Discussion:
Missy McIntosh  works part time as Fall River Elementary School’s Literacy Specialist.

The BOOK ROOM is located in the staff lounge. It is a good way for every teacher to have
access to multiple copies of books. It cuts down on unnecessary purchase of books already
available at the school.  All money for teacher’s books goes to supplying the BOOK ROOM.
The books are at all levels of reading.  FRCC has given money to the BOOK ROOM every
year. Kristy Ekern testified to the usefulness of the BOOK ROOM. It enables her to provide
reading material on the same subject to different levels of readers in her class.

Previously, most of the BOOK ROOM money has gone to purchasing K-3rd grade books due
to the need for a large number of books at these levels. The K-3rd grade students tend to
require a different shorter book almost every day while higher grades tend to read the same
longer book over several days.  Now that the K-3rd grade book inventory has been tended, the
new focus will be on purchasing more chapter books, science books, and non-fiction books.

Last year was the first year of the Read-A-Loud Month at Fall River. 380/600 students
brought back colored-in posters to receive a free book. Wal-mart provided $500 to purchase
books for those kids. There are still about 200 books left over from last year to put towards
this years Read-A-Loud Month. About $300 more is needed for this program.

The BOOK ROOM does maintain sets of books by the same author and welcomes donations
of books.

Fall River Elementary is looking at starting a SCIENCE CLOSET. This closet would be used
to keep on-hand a lot of the materials common to science projects (cotton swabs, petri dishes,
etc.) as well as larger equipment such as scales, thermometers, microscopes and, science
books.  This closet would probably be located in the 5th grade pod, but would be used by all
grades at Fall River.

It has not been finalized as to who would maintain the SCIENCE CLOSET.
Cindi Lindsey suggested that teachers put together a wish list for the SCIENCE CLOSET in
the next Fox Newsletter. Donations of materials could then be made.

Missy indicated that a supplier of microscopes had not been determined. Twilla Zirkle
suggested that local scientific companies may be willing to donate unwanted microscopes.

AIMS Science Curriculum is being studied.

Action:
Acquire more funds for the Read-A-Loud Month book rewards.
Determine who will be responsible for maintaining Science Closet
Request specific donations for Science Closet items in next Fox Newsletter
Request specific donations to Book Room books in next Fox Newsletter
Contact local science companies for unwanted microscope and other science material
donations
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT: Marge Rice
Discussion:
The climbing wall is up in the gymnasium. Mr. Hoople continues to work with the School
District to make sure everything is installed and used according to code. Mr. Hoople would
like to install a zip-line with the additional $1,800 from the capital donation made last year.

The Fall River Elementary School Web site is up and running thanks to all the hard work by
Amy Dellwardt.  Marge asked if there could be a parent liaison to work with Amy in
receiving correspondence regarding the web site.

Student Handbooks have been sent home.

A School Traffic Meeting will be held Wednesday, October 19th after school to get more in-
put on solving traffic safety issues at Fall River. The School Leadership Team is working to
solve traffic problems.  Anyone interested is invited to attend.  Theresa O’Neill informed
everyone that representatives from the Fox Creek Farm neighborhood are participating in
Traffic Mitigation with the city to solve problems on the section of Deerwood that goes
through the Fox Creek Farm neighborhood. She suggested communication take place
between participants in the Fall River Traffic Meeting and this group.

Computer Update – The school district will install new computers at Fall River on October
24th. These computers are being paid for by the school district. There will possibly be a need
for funds from FRCC to pay for chairs and other smaller equipment needs.

Action:
Assign a parent liaison for Amy Dellwardt and the Fall River Elementary Website

Theresa O’Neill will give Marge information on the Deerwood Drive city traffic mitigation
upcoming meetings

BY-LAW AND POLICY CHANGES: Kirsten Danile

The changes to the by-laws and policies introduced at the September meeting need to be
voted and updated by November. Kirsten provided copies of the Council Policies to attendees
and changes were voted on. The following changes in italics were voted into place.

Policy 3: Field Trips
It shall be the policy of this organization as long as we are financially able, to donate

$8.00 per student to the school to be spent on field trips for the students. This money shall be
given to the Fall River Elementary general budget/transportation account as each field trip
is taken.

Heidi McCarthy moved this policy change be passed. Trish Amos seconded the motion. It
was unanimously approved.
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BY-LAW AND POLICY CHANGES:  continued
Policy 4: Assemblies

It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able, to sponsor
several assemblies per school year.

1. The school assembly committee will decide on several assemblies and shall 
provide the appropriate money requests form to the FRCC.

2. The total cost of all assemblies shall not exceed $2,000, unless voted upon at the
general meeting of the FRCC.

No actual vote taken. It was just a change for clarification.

Policy 5:  School Spirit Events
It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to sponsor

several school wide spirit events per year. These are examples of possible activities, but we
are not limited to only these,

1. Carnival:  Date to be determined by FRCC
2. Spring Ice Cream Social:  This may be in conjunction with the Specials Night
3. Year Book:  Cover andy cost in producing the yearbook, with the exception of

those funds being refunded to FRCC through sale of the yearbook.
4. Student Directory:  Cover any cost of producing the student directory.
5. Spirit Committee:  This committee shall be in charge of planning and

implementing several spirit events throughout the year.

Heidi McCarthy moved this policy change be passed. Nicole Hill seconded the motion. It
was unanimously approved.

Policy 6:  Yearly Classroom Support
A. It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to provide

the following classroom support:
(1. Snacks for students taking CSAP and/or any other district and/or state 

required testing.)
1. Weekly publications for every student. These grade appropriate

publications will be chosen by the staff and the cost will be shared 50/50
with Fall River Elementary.

2. Take home folders for every student. These folders will be purchased in
the Spring to be available to teachers at the start of the following school
year.

B. In addition to the above school wide support, it shall be the policy of this
organization as long as it is financially ablae to provide classroom support to each
grade level by providing funds not to exceed $300 for a grade specific program.
Below are suggestions for each grade level. These suggestions may be amended
by a majority vote of the teachers of that particular grade level. The field trips
listed below do not count against the field trips provided for in Policy 3.

1. Field Day for Kindergarten.
2. Donuts and Muffins for 1st grade.
3. Reading Incentives for 2nd grade.
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4. Longmont History Field Trip for 3rd grade.
5. Colorado History Workbooks for 4th grade.
6. Eco-Cycle Field Trip for 5th Grade.

Stephanie Nieuwlandt moved this policy change be passed. Theresa O’Neill seconded the
motion. It was approved by vote.

Policy 11: Teacher Grants
..........................

7. All requests for these grants must be placed with the treasurer no
later than January 31st of the current school year and all checks
from these grants MUST be cashed no later than February 28th

of the current school year................

Trish Amos moved this policy change be passed. Cindi Lindsey seconded the motion. It was
approved by vote.
Please see the Attachment 1 for the newly revised version of the FRCC By-Laws and
Policies

Discussion:
A proposed change in the policies regarding fundraisers was brought forward to allow for a
Spring fundraiser instead of a Fall fundraiser. Discussion showed that this move would not
take full advantage of incoming Kindergarten students, and outgoing 5th grade students’
participation. 5th grade students would be raising money in the Spring for a school they
would not attend the next Fall. Fall Kindergarten students would not participate in the
fundraiser that would benefit them in their first year at Fall River Elementary.
Action:
No resolution was reached concerning a Spring Fundraiser.

TREASURER REPORT: Jayne Hellenberg, Treasurer
    Kirsten Danile, President

Discussion:
Jayne and Kirsten presented the 2005-06 Projected Budget Expenses for FRCC

The budget is based on last year’s budget. The following items were discussed:

FRCC Insurance listed at $500.00 was increased to $545 to cover: Liability Coverage
($1,000,000), Bond Insurance ($25,000) and Officials Liability Policy ($1,000,000 legal
bills). The Liability Coverage would include babysitting

Office Supplies at $100 was removed from Budget due to duplication.

Office Expenses at $300 covers FRCC use of the School Office Copy Center and purchase of
another set of Marquee letters.

Teacher Grants will include the School Health Clerk this year.
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TREASURER REPORT: (continued)
Capital Projects Ideas were discussed next.

Computer Support – to possibly pay for better suited chairs in computer lab 
and to pay for substitute teachers to be used when teachers are in computer 
training

Literacy/Science/Social Studies Materials – please refer to Book Room 
Updateabove.

Jayne Hellenberg emphasized the importance of introducing younger children 
to Science.

Music Risers – Ms. Aurand provided a written request for two portable risers 
‘Flip Forms’ to be used by the K – 3rd graders. She initially made this request 
in the Spring 2005. Please see the attached letter and Catalog sheet.
Attachments 2 and 3. Each riser costs $589. A set of two risers was requested.

Several parents testified to the usefulness of the ‘Flip Forms’.

Playground/Landscaping –possibly pay for a fence near the park and/or a
fence or landscaping between the parking lot and Deerwood Drive.

Lisa Luck-Hougen pointed out that there may be Park and Recreation 
Department liability concerns with a fence between the school and Park.

Marge Rice indicated that she is working with the School District in regards to
a fence between Deerwood Drive and the school parking lot.

Theresa O’Neill requested that the tree with thorns located at the North exit 
onto Deerwood Drive be removed.

Nicole Hill committed Community Schools/Fox Care/KinderFox  to donating 
3 more trees for Fall River in the Spring. She will contact Ken Wickland of 
the Forestry Department about matching the donation. Ken provided one of 
the two trees planted last Spring on Arbor Day and has expertly maintained 
both trees.

Shay Rosencrans suggested that Fall River hold a Clean-Up/Green-Up Event 
to help take care of the school grounds.

Leadership Team – money to be used by the Fall River Leadership Team for
projects that develop during the year.

Heidi McCarthy moved that the meeting be extended past 8:30 p.m. It was seconded and
approved.
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Action:
After discussion ended, the Playground/Landscaping Capital Budget Item was removed and
the amount to be spent on the ‘Flip Forms’ was set to the total cost including shipping for one
riser.

A motion to pass the budget was made and seconded. A vote was held and the Budget was
passed. Please see the attached ratified Budget. Attachment 4

LIASON REPORTS:
Pre-School: Heidi McCarthy

Pre-School is using a new Creative Curriculum which employs new activities 
including charting/graphing

Kindergarten/Literacy: Carey Payne
Kindergarten is missing some playground equipment. Kristi Ekern has 5th graders as 
well as her own children pick up stray balls at the end of day. Kindergarten made 
need to check the 5th grade pod for some extra balls.

1st  Grade/ESL: Lorinda Skaare
1st grade is studying communities and neighborhoods and fire safety. In 
November/December they will be studying Dinosaurs. In the Spring they will  study 
Africa and take a field trip.

2nd   Grade/Gifted and Talented: Rene Staiano 
2nd grade is working on a Bat Unit

G/T still needs help with Shakespear. There is some interest in doing a school 
Spelling Bee and Odyssey of the Mind. Volunteers would be needed for both.

3rd  Grade/Counselor: Traci Dillow
3rd grade will study different continents this school year.
The 3rd grade teachers are requesting water coolers in the trailers..

4th  Grade/Media:  Dawn Gibbs
4th grade – no news
Media – Kim Rinehart needs volunteers 9-11a.m. on regular basis to help in the 
library; Kim would like someone to organize decorating for the the Book Fair 
“Welcome to the Kingdom of Reading” in December. Heidi McCarthy suggested 
borrowing the decorations already used by another school.

5th Grade/Special Education: Lisa Truesdale   
5th grade is working on the scientific method and land form dictionaries

Art – Mrs. Dellwardt will need volunteers to help sorting when the art fundraiser is 
due on Oct. 20th.
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LIASON REPORTS: continued
Music, Art, Physical Education: Lois Beyer

P.E. – the climbing wall is being installed
Music – requesting ‘Form Riser’ purchase

Front Office: Becky Svensson
Becky has volunteered to be the parent liaison for Amy Dellwardt’s work on the Fall 
River website.

Directory Report – Trish Amos is sending the directory to press in a couple of days from
the date of this meeting.

Theresa O’Neill reminded everyone that the City of Longmont in partnership with the local
skateboarding community will be holding a “Get to Know You” picnic at Stephen Day Park
on Saturday, October 15th from 1 – 3 p.m.. All are welcome to attend.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:10 p.m.

ATTENDANCE  OCTOBER 10, 2005 FRCC MEETING

Kirsten Danile
Stephanie Nieuwlandt
Jayne Hellenberg
Renee Staiano
Heidi McCarthy
Lisa Truesdale
Traci Dillow
Cindi Lindsey
Dawn Gibbs
Trish Amos
Linda Jury
Jacqui Burnett
Lorinda Skaare
Twilla Zirkle
Shay Rosencrans
Susan Julien
Becky Svensson
Brigette Rodriguez
Carey Payne
Kim Rinehart
Marge Rice
Theresa O’Neill
Theresa Higgins
Lois Beyer
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Attachment 1

Fall River Communications Council Policies
As approved 11/10/03 and revised 10/13/05

Policy 1:  Fundraiser
     It shall be the policy of this organization to sponsor one (1) major fundraiser per school
year, provided that said fundraiser brings in all necessary funds to support the students and
staff according to the policies listed below.
     The type of fundraiser and capital project shall be determined at the end of the school
year, with the actual fundraiser taking place at the beginning of the following school year.
The money raiser by this event shall then be under the discretion of the FRCC to be used for
the students of Fall River Elementary School.

Policy 2:  Babysitting for FRCC Meetings
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as we are financially able to provide
babysitting for parents attending FRCC meetings.

1. The babysitters shall be paid $15 each for FRCC meetings lasting
up to 1 _ hours.  They shall be paid $20 if the meeting is extending to 2 hours.

2. There will be at least two (2) babysitters.
3. One of the FRCC Co-Presidents or their appointed representative shall call the

Community School Office to reserve the library and gymnasium for the FRCC
meetings as soon as the dates are set.  This person shall also arrange for the
babysitters.

Policy 3:  Field Trips
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as we are financially able, to donate
$8.00 per student to the school to be spent on field trips for the students.  This money shall be
given to the Fall River Elementary general budget/transportation account as each field trip is
taken.

Policy 4:  Assemblies
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able, to sponsor
several assemblies per school year.

1. The school assembly committee will decide on several assemblies and shall
provide the appropriate money requests form to the FRCC.

2. The total cost of all assemblies shall not exceed $2,000, unless voted upon at the
general meeting of the FRCC.

Policy 5:  School Spirit Events
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to sponsor several
school wide spirit events per year.  These are examples of possible activities, but we are not
limited to only these,

1. Carnival: Date to be determined by FRCC.
2. Spring Ice Cream Social: This may be in conjunction with the Specials Night.
3. Year Book:  Cover any cost in producing the yearbook, with the expectation of

those funds being refunded to FRCC through sale of the yearbook.
4. Student Directory:  Cover any cost of producing the student directory.
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5. Spirit Committee:  This committee shall be in charge of planning and
implementing several spirit events throughout the year.

Policy 6:  Yearly Classroom Support
A. It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to

provide the following classroom support:
1. Weekly publications for every student.  These grade appropriate

publications will be chosen by the staff and the cost will be shared
50/50 with Fall River Elementary.

2. Take home folders for every student.  These folders will be purchased
in the spring to be available to teachers at the start of the following
school year.

B. In addition to the above school wide support, it shall be the policy of this
organization as long as it is financially able to provide classroom support
to each grade level by providing funds not to exceed $300 for a grade
specific program.  Below are suggestions for each grade level.  These
suggestions may be amended by a majority vote of the teachers of that
particular grade level.  The field trips listed below do not count against the
field trips provided for in Policy 3.
1. Field Day for Kindergarten.
2. Donuts & Muffins for 1st grade.
3. Reading Incentives for 2nd grade.
4. Longmont History Field Trip for 3rd Grade.
5. Colorado History Workbooks for 4th Grade.
6. Eco-Cycle Field Trip for 5th Grade.

Policy 7:  Book Room Upkeep
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to provide $500
per school year to be used in the upkeep (including but not limited to general supplies,
replacement of materials, and purchase of new materials) of the book room at Fall River
Elementary.

Policy 8:  Field Day
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to provide funds
for the school wide field day.  This will include a school t-shirt to be given to every 5th grade
student at Fall River Elementary.

Policy 9:  Teacher- Staff Appreciation
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to provide
monetary assistance to the committee for teacher-staff appreciation events.  Examples of
these events would be staff dinners during parent-teacher conferences or end of the year gifts
for staff members.  Any assistance would be provided after all other avenues of providing
funds for these events is exhausted, for example parent donations of food for conference
meals.
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Policy 10:  Awards Assemblies
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to provide Fall
River Elementary with monetary assistance towards the purchase of awards to be given to
students.  These awards will be determined by the staff of Fall River Elementary and the cost
shall not exceed $1,000, unless voted upon at the general meeting of the FRCC.

Policy 11:  Teacher Grants
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to provide teacher
grants in the following manner:

1. A lump sum will be given to each grade level following the
fundraiser in the fall based on the number of certified teachers at that grade level.
All certified teachers of “specials” will receive the per teacher amount for use in
their field, i.e. music, art, P.E. etc.

2.  The amount per teacher will be determined by the FRCC board                 
                based on the results of the annual fundraiser.

3.  This grant may be used by the teachers of that grade level to
                purchase an item or items directly relating to the education of their
         students.  For example, extra workbooks, educational videos,
                hands on learning tools.

3. Purchases must be agreed upon by all teachers within a particular
grade level.

5.  All items purchased with these grants become property of Fall
                River Elementary and will be labeled with a “Donated by FRCC”
                Label and inventoried.

6. All requests for these grants must be placed with the treasurer no
later than January 31st of the current school year and all checks from these grants
MUST be cashed no later than February 28th of the current school year.

Teacher’s grants can be requested in the following manner:
1. The FRCC treasurer will notify all teachers as to the amount they

will be given.
2. Teachers must decide what they wish to purchase.
3. A grant request must be submitted to the treasurer listing what is to be purchased

and containing all the teachers’ signatures.  One teacher will be designated as the
group contact for the grant.

4. When the grant request is approved by the FRCC Executive Board the purchase
may be made in one of the following three ways.

a. Teacher/s order items and have bill sent to Fall River Communications
Council, ATTN: Treasurer, 1400 Deerwood Dr., Longmont, CO 80501

b. Teacher/s purchase items with personal funds and turn in receipt/s to
treasurer for reimbursement.

c. Teacher/s determine exact amount (including any shipping) and to whom
payment needs to be made and contact treasurer for check to be sent with
order.
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Policy 12:  Yearly Carry-Over

       It shall be the policy of this organization that FRCC will carry over an amount no less
than $2,000 and not to exceed $3,000 to be used for start cost for the following school year.

Policy 13:  Capital Project
     The funds raised from the yearly fundraiser are to be applied towards the policy items
listed above, after which any remaining funds may be applied toward the capital project.

Policy 14: Remaining Funds
     Any funds remaining after all monies from the fundraiser are collected and the above
policy items are accounted for will be distributed at the discretion of the FRCC Executive
Board on a per school year basis.  All decisions of the FRCC Executive Board must be
approved by a majority vote at the general meeting of the FRCC before any funds are
distributed.

Policy 15: Annual Review
     These policies shall be reviewed no later than October 31st of every school year.  Any
necessary amendments shall be brought before the general FRCC meeting for a vote no later
than the November meeting.

Policy 16: Celebrations and Condolences
     It shall be the policy of this organization as long as it is financially able to provide the
following gifts:

1. A gift of $25 cash shall be given to any current staff member for the following
events:

a. Marriage of the staff member.
b. Birth of a child.
c. Retirement.

2. Upon the death of a staff member or current student the FRCC shall provide a tree
to be placed on the school grounds with a plaque honoring said staff member or
student.

3. Upon the death of an immediate family member of a staff member or current
student the FRCC shall provide funds, not to exceed $25, to purchase a book for
the library.  This book shall be chosen by the staff member or current student
when they are ready and shall include a “Donated In Honor of…” label.
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Attachment 2
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Attachment 3
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Attachment 4

2005-06 Projected Budget Expenses
Fall River Communications Council

• Assemblies $  2000.00 (policies document)
• Awards Assemby $  1000.00 (policies document)
• Book Room Upkeep $    500.00 (policies document)
• Student Directory $    300.00
• Field Day Grades 1-5 $   1000.00 (5th grade t-shirts – policies

doc)
• Field Trips $  4800.00 ($8 x 600 students – policies

doc)
• FRCC Insurance $    545.00
• Childcare for FRCC Meetings $    300.00 (policies document)
• Ice Cream Social $    300.00
• Yearly Classroom Support K-5 $  1800.00 (policies document)
• Weekly Publications All Grades $  2000.00 (policies document)
• Staff Appreciation $     800.00
• Carnival $     500.00 (break even event)
• Spirit Events / Items $   1000.00
• Fall River Student Folders $     500.00
• Climbing Wall $   1800.00 (carry-over from last year)
• Cash Carry Over $   2000.00 (policies document)
• Bank Charge $       60.00 (insufficient funds)
• Office Expenses $     300.00
• Condolences and Congratulations $     200.00
• Yearbook $     500.00 (break even event)
• Teacher Grants $   3300.00 (33 x $100)
• FRCC Expenses $     200.00 (stamps, envelopes, cards)

Total Expenses $25,660.00

Carry Over from 2004-05 $ 13,169.87
2005-06 Fundraiser $ 18,233.00
Total Cashflow for 2005-06 $ 31,402.87

Money Available for Capital Projects                        $   5,742.87

Capital Project Ideas:
• Computer Support $  1,500.00
• Science and Social Studies Materials $  2,693.87
• Leadership Team $     900.00
• Risers for Ms. Aurand $     649.00


