
Fall River Communications Council 

Meeting Minutes 

December 7, 2009 7:00 pm 

 

Meeting called  to order by FRCC President, Clare Kalisher 

Welcome and thank you to all present. 

Special thanks to Kacey Choksey and the Leadership team for organizing the 

Heavenly Hats fundraiser on November 20, 2009.  The fundraiser earned just over 

$600. 

Principals Report:  Dr. Jennifer Guthals (Principal) 

Thanks to Paula Peairs for organizing the Pig Race on November 12, 2009 and the 

Limo Ride on November 20, 2009 for the students that won the prizes from the 

ABC Fundraiser in the Fall. 

Dr. Guthals explained that the Fire Safety House came for the Primary Grades to 

experience how to escape a house that started to have smoke coming in to it.  

Students learn about fire and how to plan an escape route with family members.  

The Fire Safety House is a mobile exhibit that travels around the school district 

doing presentations on fire safety. 

Professional Development on Late Start December 2, 2009 discussed: 

*RtI Program (Response to Intervention).  The faculty continued to discuss how to 

help struggling students and using interventions to assist with learning.  This 

program also assists teachers with being able to meet the individual needs of the 

students within the classroom setting. 

*Rocket math (Computation Program) and needing more financial support with 

the program.  The program requires materials to be able to use with the students.  



Some of the materials include paper needed to send home to the parents in order 

for parents to track progress and to practice the math facts with their child. 

*During the Professional Development, teachers and support staff (RtI team, 

Specialist, and Teachers) were given a "Gift of Time" to work together to assist 

teachers with developing plans and interventions with the RtI program for 

struggling students.  The work session allowed teachers to discuss the needs of 

the students and creating interventions to differentiate the learning. 

*The Management Team decided to use Life Touch Photography for Picture Day 

next school year (2010-2011).   

Next school year 2010-2011, Fall River Elementary will be offering parent(s) an 

option for Kindergarten of 1 (Full Day Session) or 2 (Half Day Sessions).  If the 

parent(s) have any questions regarding the options for Kindergarten to address 

them with Dr. Guthals, Julie Kreutner and Allison Sampish (Kindergarten 

Teachers).  The Open Enrollment for Kindergarten is going on in the month of 

December and will close on January 15, 2010.  The Kinder Fox Care Program is not 

going to be available next year as Mrs. Leslie Doherty is retiring.  This program 

was another option for parents to utilize with their Kindergarten child.  The 

program offered students after their Half Day Kindergarten day another Half day 

program to reinforce Kindergarten skills. 

The ABC Fundraiser earned money for computer slates to be put in the Green Pod 

in the school building.  Each slate is approximately $345 and 6 are needed at a 

total of approximately $2070. 

There will be an all school assembly on December 18, 2009 for a "Sing Around" at 

about 9:00 am.  Parents are welcome to come to this assembly. 

There was a request for FRCC to financially assist the school with the Rocket Math 

Program.  The request was for funds to be used towards materials like paper to 

supplement the program.  There was discussion that if there wasn't enough paper 

to use that the upper grades may not be able to take home the math sheet every 

day.  If there were any questions, to please contact Eve Weglarz or Dr. Guthals.  

FRCC will need to discuss this further as funds have been allocated for the school 



year and any additional allocations will need to be looked at as the funds are  

provided to designated requests like the computer materials for the pods in the 

buildings. 

Dr. Guthals had copied the vendor policies if an individual needed to see what 

was required of vendors. 

Misc. Business:  Floor to Clare Kalisher (FRCC President) 

*Heavenly Hats Fundraiser can be done in the Spring again to help support cancer 

patients.  This will need to be considered and discussed in the Spring. 

*Baskin Robbins Cake Fundraiser was disappointing as there were not as many 

individuals interested in supporting at this time of the year.  This could be 

discussed in the Spring again to see if more individuals are interested in 

supporting this fundraiser.  There was an extension of this winter fundraiser for 

ordering a ice cream cake  to December 11, 2009. 

*ABC Fundraising and voting on whether to use this fundraiser in the Fall for 

2010-2011 school year.  There was discussion of the alternatives for other 

fundraisers and that ABC Fundraiser brings in a large amount funds for the school.  

There have been reviews of other alternative catalogs and the different 

supplements offered with the ABC catalog.  Individuals wanted to see if there 

were different items offered from year to year instead of similar items.  The 

discussion of supplements within the catalog was also offered with this catalog as 

an option.  There was discussion that even though supplements were offered with 

the ABC catalog that many individuals still didn't order from the inserts. 

There was discussion whether to pilot a "No Fundraiser-fundraiser" program.  

Individuals felt that the ABC catalog has been a large fundraiser for the school.   

Clare Kalisher put to vote approving the ABC Fundraiser Catalog for the 2010-

2011 school year.  Stephanie Nieuwlandt first vote and Debra Lowrie seconded 

the vote in favor.  All in favor was done for the ABC Catalog to be used next school 

year.  

*Fox Trot will be discussed in January 2010 and having it be a community builder. 



*Box Tops-Stephanie Crow and Danielle Burley organize this for the school year.  

The Box Tops have brought in approximately $800 so far for the school year.  

They'll continue to collect for the 2009-2010 school year. 

*Linda Herring (Teacher Appreciation and Parent Teacher Conference Meal 

Coordinator) is moving out of the country.  A request for new volunteers is 

needed to assist with these functions.  Kacey Choksey, Jessica Horvath, and Debra 

Lowrie volunteered to work on these functions.  Debra Lowrie was already 

working with Linda on the Parent Teacher Conference Meals. 

*FRCC Bi-Laws revised by Clare Kalisher.  The new FRCC Bi-Laws were distributed 

at the meeting and Clare discussed the changes made on the copy.  The copy of 

the Bi-Laws shows the deleted or changed sections.  She changed some of the 

sections in the Membership area, Executive Board section, Duties of the Board 

and Meetings sections.  Please see the new version of the Bi-Laws for further 

details and the marked sections for the changes. 

Debra Lowrie Voted for first approval of accepting changes and the new version 

of the FRCC Bi-Laws.  Stephanie Nieuwlandt seconded the motion with a vote of 

approval.  All in favor was voted and approved for the new FRCC Bi-Laws. 

Upcoming Events:  Floor to Clare Kalisher (FRCC President) 

*Chick-Fil-A Night-December 10, 2009 at 4-8 pm.  Cows came on that date to 

promote the night.  The community is encouraged to participate and placing their 

receipt in the Fall River Bin at the restaurant.  20% of your pre-tax total goes 

directly back to the school.  On Wednesday, December 9, 2009 Dr. Guthals sent a 

phone message to all of the parent(s) of students at Fall River Elementary about 

this special night. 

*Parent-Teacher Conference Meals-Debra Lowrie is organizing one week where 

organizations donate food for the teachers during conferences.  The second week 

of conferences was going to be volunteers bringing in food.  Volunteers are 

needed to help support the conference meals.  There was a request for some 

food to be wheat free if possible and that meals are announced ahead of time.  

This is so teachers came make necessary arrangements for dietary needs. 



*Chilis Family Night sometime in February.  The date is still to be determined. 

*Texas Road House Night will be some time in March.  The date is still to be 

determined. 

*Fox Trot will be discussed at the January FRCC meeting.  Dr. Guthals requested 

that it be during school hours and last about 1 hour.  The Fox Trot will be towards 

the end of the school day.  The trot will encourage individuals to have healthy 

habits.  There was a suggestion to try to put it at the end of the day so that 

parents that come to pick up students may be able to participate as well with 

their child.  Another idea was to have the high school cross country team come 

and run or help out with the trot. 

New Business:  Floor to Clare Kalisher 

*Missy Wills was unable to attend the meeting to discuss a Living Wellness 

program with the FRCC.  She hopes to share at another meeting about this 

program. 

*Santa Shop-Dr. Guthals mentioned that when she was working at a few schools 

that did something like this program that it was a very emotional event for some 

of the students.  Since this is a new program, several ideas were presented to 

alleviate some of the anxiety the event may cause with students.  Some of the 

ideas were to collect gently used toys and provide this as items for the shop.  

Another idea was to have kiddos make items and then sell it.  There was talk of 

the fifth grade with their Economic unit doing something to assist with the shop.  

At this point the Santa Shop was still needing to be discussed for next year in 

order to save a date on the calendar and for space in the building.  Discussion will 

continue on this topic. 

Speaker:  The Key to Reading Success- Erin Gibbs from Huntington Learning 

Center 

*She was unable to attend this meeting and so we moved on to the Liaison 

Reports. 

 



Liaison Reports: 

Specials - Michelle Webb reported by email that Rachel Aurand (Music) is good.  

She mentioned that on Thursday, December 17, 2009 at 7 pm there is a free 

concert at the Skyline High School.  Amy Delwardt (Computers) mentioned that 

technology was being put in place in the Green Pod of the building.  Jeff Boyd 

(Art) is making large paper food items for the can food drive December 14, 2009.  

These pieces of art work are around the building and is encouraging parents to 

take a look at these large pieces.  There are art items from Fall River in the 

Longmont Public Library. 

Office-Doing fine. 

Preschool-  The students are finishing up discussing what they are thankful for in 

their lives.  They are writing ABC letters and practicing holiday songs to share with 

parents. 

Kindergarten/Literacy-  The students are writing numbers in math, using finger 

spacing in their writing, and discussing trees and leaves.  They also worked on 

melting snow.  The reading groups in kindergarten are going well. 

First Grade-  They are working on story problems, weather and snow, and 

dinosaurs.  Dawn Spencer (ESL Teacher) mentioned that she is giving out a CELA 

test to the Second Language Learners from January 12-14, 2010.  This assesses 

the students for their reading, writing, and spelling. 

Second Grade-  The students are working on a math unit called Coins and 

Coupons.  The students are working with money, addition and subtraction 

strategies.  The students are publishing a piece of their writing.  They've been 

working on world globes and talking about air and flying kites. 

Third Grade-They are doing Rocket Math (Computation Program), and getting 

ready for CSAP (State Assessment).  They are also working on multiplication and 

electricity in science. 



Fourth Grade-The students are researching animals for reports.  They've been 

discussing area, perimeter, multiplication, fractions and time.  They also have 

been dissecting owl pellets to analyze for what the owl digested. 

Fifth Grade- The students have been working on a conservation project and the 

can food drive.  They also have been talking about the human anatomy.  They've 

done experiments with simple machines.  In math, they've been doing coordinate 

graphing. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

Next meeting is Mon.  January 11, 2010 at 7:00 pm. 

Minutes taken by Secretary-Jocelyn Jablonski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


