
Fall River Communications Council 

Meeting Minutes 

January 11, 2010  7:00 pm 

 

Meeting called to order by FRCC President, Clare Kalisher 

Welcome and thank you to all present. 

Special thanks to Cathy Cairns (Magnum Plastics) for the $1500 donation towards 

the Rocket Math Program per Dr. Jennifer Guthals request to FRCC for funding of 

materials for the program. 

Principals Report:  Dr. Jennifer Guthals (Principal) 

Thanks to Cathy Cairns for donating the $1500 for the Rocket Math.  A poster was 

made by the students for her. 

*Student Council is organizing a Valentine Pre-order of Mardi Gras beads that 

have "Happy Valentines" on it.  The beads will be sold before Valentine's day and 

then be distributed on the actual holiday.  The students may then give the beads 

out to others. 

*For Valentine's Day the student council has organized in the past cards and 

wrapped snacks for the elderly people at Hover Manor.  The cards were then 

handed out by some of the students and faculty for the school for this special day.  

This was under discussion as to whether this was still going to be done at the 

school. 

*There was encouragement for individuals to encourage parent(s) to enroll any 

children that were of Kindergarten age in the full-day kindergarten class.  The 

deadline is Friday, January 15, 2010 for enrollment.  The enrollment needs at least 

18 students in order for the program to exist. 



*The Kid Zing concert on December 17, 2009 was fantastic and a congratulations 

was given to Rachel Aurand and all that were involved in the show. 

*Green Pod in the school has all of its technology installed and teachers are being 

trained on the equipment. 

*Parent Teacher Conferences are Monday, January 25, 2010 and Wednesday, 

January 27, 2010 and Tuesday, February 2, 2010 and Thursday, February 4, 2010.  

Please look for notices coming home to you from your child's classroom teacher 

about the dates for the conference. 

*Amy Dellwardt, Kristin Parsons, Leslie Bennett, and last year's fifth graders were 

congratulated on their efforts with technology and will be going to the 

International Technology Fair in Denver this summer. 

*There will be a presentation from the Longmont Police Department on Tuesday, 

January 12, 2010  from 6:30 to 8:30 pm at Trail Ridge Middle School. 

New Business:  Floor to Clare Kalisher (FRCC President) 

*For signing on early in December for the following 2010-2011 school year with 

ABC Fundraiser the school received $400 back from the company. 

*The school has earned  thus far $800 from Box Tops. 

*There was discussion about the Blue Folders that the students get as their home 

folder.  There were enough folders for every child to have 2 this year.  It was 

mentioned at the meeting that most of the students have only used 1 of their 

folders thus far.  The folders can only be used this 2009-2010 school year as they 

have the year on it.  The discussion for the 2010-2011 school year with the blue 

folders is still being decided about what is going to be done with next year's 

folders.  The folders have advertisements on the inside panel of it and are 

provided free to the school because of the business advertisements. 

*Debra Lowrie was unable to attend this meeting, but she wanted to mention 

that Origins Karate would like to do a $25 for 6 lessons at the school.  Nicole Hill 

mentioned that she would need to know about the use of the gymnasium as it is 



booked ahead for the year.  Please contact Nicole Hill as soon as possible for any 

additional information on use of space for the classes within the school building. 

*Chili's Family Night is scheduled for Thursday, January 28, 2010 from 4-10 pm.  

The amount back to the school was discussed and the percentage was 

undetermined and would need to be checked on, but it was estimated that it 

would be about 10% to the school. 

*Reminder about Parent-Teacher Conference Meals on Monday, January 25, 2010 

and Wednesday, January 27, 2010 and Tuesday, February 2, 2010 and 

Wednesday, February 4, 2010.  A request for volunteers is needed to assist with 

set-up and clean-up and any other help.  The first week of conferences Debra 

Lowrie will be gone, but she'll be able to assist the following week. 

*Fox Trot was discussed with Kristy Consbruck who will be helping with organizing 

the school function.  The Fox Trot was tentatively planned for August, 2010 at the 

beginning of the school year.  The date is still under discussion.  Kristy thought it 

would make a great way to bring the community together at the beginning of the 

school year.  Dr. Guthals recommended that the trot take place during the school 

day so that all of the students and faculty would be involved in the event.  There 

was discussion around the topic of it being a fundraiser, being a fundraiser in 

place of ABC as long as it generated enough money to support the needs of the 

school, and goal setting for the students and school.  Kristy also mentioned that 

this function could also be used to integrate into the classroom curriculum around 

mileage and calculating distances.  Distances and goals were talked about for the 

various ages of the students.  There will be more discussion about the event at 

the next several FRCC meetings.  A date will be decided on at the March meeting 

and then Nicole Hill will need to be notified of the date as well by May 2010 at the 

latest. 

*Since ABC Fundraiser is our first fundraiser the organization gives the school 

$400 for signing on early for the next 2010-2011 school year.  This fundraiser 

earned $15, 000 this 2009-2010 school year. 



Speaker:  The Key to Reading Success-Erin Gibbs and Bob Smith from Huntington 

Learning Center 

*They discussed the importance of reading and retaining information from 

resources.  There was a handout provided about the SQ3R program provided at 

their organization.  SQ3R (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, and Review) goes 

through the steps for learning from your reading.  Their program mentions the 

importance of remembering what you read in order to comprehend the material.  

A student needs to read for purpose and strategies.  Stanford and Harvard have 

supported these findings with research based on this model of learning.  The first 

step (Survey) is to visually look at the heading, first sentence in paragraph, charts, 

vocabulary or any information in the margins,  and pictures.  The next step is to 

(Question) and to write these on a note card, folded paper, or post-it.  This is to 

be done on only one side of the card.  Think of the who, what, where, when, why 

and how questions.  Third step (Read Text) and fill out the other side of the 

question card with notes or answers to the questions.  Fourth step (Recite and 

Record) has the student writing new questions as he/she thinks about what was 

read in the text.  The student is to recite the notes from the card to assist with 

memory.  Lastly, (Review) this step has the student using the questions and notes 

from the cards to review for assessments given on the information read.  A study 

has shown that in order for an individual to remember an item that it needs to be 

repeated at least 11 times in order for it to be remembered in long-term memory.  

A suggested reading  for more assistance with reading is the Learning Homework 

Castle. 

Liaison Reports: 

Specials-Michelle Webb will be unavailable to report as a liaison for this area.  A 

request for a new volunteer to take over for reporting in this area will be needed.  

Keri Gulliken offered to take this over.   

Office-Doing fine. 

Preschool-The students are working on Elmer the Elephant. 



Kindergarten-The students were dressing up for the Western Day.  This was to 

celebrate the Stock Show being in town for Denver. In Social Studies, the students 

did some work on Martin Luther King, Jr.  Students are working on Stop and Think 

for reading and Does It Look Right?  In science, they are doing sink and float. 

First Grade-Liaison unavailable to provide information on this grade. 

Second Grade-  The students are working on FOSS Science kit with solids and 

liquids.  They are writing "Quick Writes" where they write for 10 minutes and 

students correct for punctuation and spelling. 

Third Grade-Students and teachers preparing for the CSAP in February, 2010.  

They are working on writing summaries and fictional stories.  In math, they are 

working on multiplication and large numbers in place value.  In science, they are 

working on a Weekly Newspaper and FOSS Science Kit with the Solar System. 

Fourth Grade- They are working on in this grade magnets and animal projects. 

Fifth Grade-  In science, the students are working on the Human Body System and 

have the full paper body on display in the hallways.  They are also working on 

chemistry and solutions.  They are working on preparing for the CSAP's in March. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm 

Next meeting is on Mon. February 8, 2010 at 7:00 pm. 

Minutes taken by Secretary-Jocelyn Jablonski 

 

 

 


