
Have The Courage to Be Outstanding 

September 12th, 2011 Minutes 
 

Meeting called to order at 7:00 

 This Year’s Officers: President: Kasey Choksey, Vice President: Debra Lowrie, Treasurer: Kathy Stoner, 
Secretary: Benjamin Fenster 

Announcements 
 CSAP: In 4th and 5th grades, 41%had high growth in writing. In 4th grade, Fall River had the second 

highest score in the district in all three subjects tested. Growth scores from 4th and 5th were in the 50th 
percentile in all subject areas.  We had 0 Unsatisfactory scores in 3rd grade writing, 4th grade math, and 
4th grade writing. Every single test score for every grade were above the district average. 

 Enrollment: Thanks to open enrollment, we have four sections of Kindergarten, for a total of 
491students (455 in K-5). The district wants an average class size of 23.5; our average class has 23.  

 Staff Turnover: We have no new teachers this year and one new classified employee: Health Clerk 
Ginger Fleming. 

 Professional Development: We’re working on writing — especially Writer’s Workshop. 

 Theme: “A Renewed Sense of Purpose.” Staff wrote belief statements about public education and the 
management team is going to compile that together and decide if we should amend our 
mission/vision for the school. 

 Accredited with Distinction: We’re “Accredited with Distinction” for the second year in a row!Only 
a handful of schools in the district have this award.  Schoolview.org is where you get information on 
the Unified Improvement Plan and what “accredited with distinction” means, and is updated from last 
year! Go again if you went last year!  

 Focus School: Dr. Guthals may start a committee to study whether we should become a focus school. 

 10 Year Anniversary: On October 13th, we have our ten-year anniversary. Was scheduled to be our 
parent update, so we’re going to partner with FRCC and Kid Zing and celebrate our community. 

 Odyssey of the Mind: Shane Omeara is still interested in bringing Odyssey of the Mind here, and 
still needs parent involvement.  

 Community Schools: Everything’s off to a great start! Classes will start going out this week. Watch for 
the flyers! If you need child care or have little ones for Discovery Den, send them!  

 Blacktop Painting: Ms. Wills received about $300 in grant money to buy new materials to freshen up 
the playground blacktop. We have a paint machine that’s easy to use, and stencils that require 3-4 
people to paint. This could be a great opportunity for community service work for older siblings, as 
well as parents who want to help out on a weekend project. project. 

Action Items 
 Fox Trot: Fundraising begins this Wednesday. The kids will see all the awards they can earn by 

helping, and the pig their principal may be kissing if they reach their fundraising goal. 

 The 9 Health Fair is run in conjunction with the Fox Trot. Student Council and Safety Patrol have 
worked hard through lunch and recess time to learn how to run the booths. 

 Fox Trot Fundraising: Last year we raised $32,000 but half of that went to ABC so we supplemented 
with other fundraisers. The buzz from parents is that they’re sick of ABC, but until we try something 
new we won’t know. If Fox Trot is successful we can eliminate other fundraisers or use them to get 
ahead on the “Outdoor Classroom” project (which will cost thousands of dollars). 
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 Outdoor Classroom: Our current capital project is the “Outdoor Classroom”. The drainage and 
grading work is already done; when we have the funds we can build permanent outdoor seating. 
Community members can use the space too in the same way they use our playgrounds today. 

 Spirit Week: Each day will have a theme (e.g., “Wear green for eating your vegetables.”) 

 Box Tops: Our first collection will be October 10th to 14th. We’ll award trophies to the class with the 
most collected and the class with the most trimmed. The Box Tops website has a list of products with 
eligible labels, discounts for you at home, and drawings for the school. www.boxtops4education.com 

 School Pictures : Coming up September 20th/21st. We need volunteers for two time slots. 

 Vision and Hearing : September 27th/28th. The 27th is just preschool. The 28th is all day, and that’s 
when we need volunteers. 8:45 to 2:45 (approximately), with a free lunch included. 

 Book Fair: Kim Bennett needs volunteers for the book fair, October 3rd through 7th. In the newsletter 
was a page for the library, and the website listed has full details on the book fair. 

 Conferences: Coordination for meals is underway. If you’re willing to make a meal, we’d love it! 

 Hope for Hoog: Tyler Hoog is a former Fall River student, now a Junior at Skyline, and he was 
seriously injured in a four-wheeler accident. The family will be requiring thousands in medical bills; 
we wanted to help as part of our Fall River community. On October’s late start day, kids can pay $1 to 
wear Skyline colors (like we do for “Heavenly Hats”), and we’ll take a picture at the assembly. 

 10 Year Celebration: FRCC will provide ice cream at the family event on the 13th.  

Grade Level Liaisons 
 Preschool: Learning manners; will be going to the library soon. Still getting used to school. The 

Tuesday/Thursday class is already where they would be for October/November. 

 Kindergarten: Brought home their first home reading. Love going to the computer lab. 

 1st: Kids need to bring extra socks for PE! They’re forgetting to wear the right shoes. They’re starting 
their home reading (and reading log) this week. 

 2nd: Adjusting to 20 minutes per night of reading and more independence (if you don’t finish your 
classwork, you’ll just skip recess). Currently working on maps and globes. Air and weather is next. 

 3rd: “We are all on our way with the curriculum; the new math program is fabulous. The kids are 
enjoying learning about place values for adding/subtracting larger numbers. In writing we’re working 
on personal narratives. Social Studies is our big mapping unit and figuring out where Longmont is.“ 

 4th: Reading: Vocabulary, small reading groups, spelling tests. Writing: Personal narratives. Math: 
Multiplication/division word problems. Social Studies: Immigrants and immigrant groups. Field Trip: 
Going on the 23rd to the History Museum in Greeley, where staff dress in clothing of the 1800s to 
show what life was like then. 

 5th: Science: Erosion, water on flat surfaces vs. inclines. Math Expressions. “It is phenomenal.” Reading: 
Finished first Rigby unit. Writing: Had to describe a bug and then separate it from the picture and 
have another class match the descriptions to the pictures. EcoCycle is coming here on Wednesday; the 
class is possibly going there later in the year. 

 Specials: Art: Finger people animals, based on the outline of their finger. PE: Soccer, “rope world” 
cargo net, zip line. 

 Gifted and Talented: Accepted nominations through Friday; will start testing in October. It will take 
a couple months to find out who should be in Gifted/Talented.  

Guest Speaker 
 Paula Peairs discussed funding for St. Vrain Valley. See the slides: http://t.co/aPsZcmAm 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm 


