
Have The Courage to Be Outstanding 

October 10, 2011 Minutes 
  

Meeting called to order at 7:04 

Approval of Minutes 
 Correction: More than 10 schools were accredited with distinction. 

 Minutes approved with one correction. 

Announcements 
 Principal’s Report: Did an evacuation drill, lock-down drill at the beginning 

of the year. 

 Enrollment: Kept enrollment up from last year. Good news: We’re able to get 
a four-hour paraprofessional educator. Anna Midyette is now at our school 
part time. We’re also able to increase Stephanie Nieuwlandt’s kindergarten 
hours 

 Thank You: Conference meals were great; fundraising was unbelievable. 
Every component of the fundraiser was positive. Support for the book fair was 
unreal. Thank you also to volunteers for vision and hearing screening, Fox 
Trot,  and childcare during conferences. 

 (Point of discussion: Feedback to FRCC  has been mostly positive. A 
committee planned the event, and we’d love to hear ideas from parents for 
next year, including ideas to balance motivation for kids vs. fundraising 
goals.) 

Classroom Updates 
 Preschool: Tuesday/Thursday class is well ahead of schedule. Started “snack 

and share” instead of just “snack” 

 Kindergarten: Just finished spelling color, and now are making coordinating 
hats for each color. Pattern day is on Friday. Reading: Working on sounding 
out words; today is the first day of take-home reading. Field Trip to Miller 
Farm on Thursday. 

 1st: Firemen visited today and had to leave for a call in the middle. Math, 
math, math! 

 2nd: Science: Air & Weather. Bringing home balloons, sucking paper against a 
straw. Math: Math Expressions workbook.  

 3rd: Working on Rigby “Thinking Like a Scientist”. Writing: Personal 
narratives. Reading: Author studies, how to improve leads and endings. Math: 
Loving geometry. Science: Matter and energy. Social Studies: Maps 

 Conferences went well; appreciated the amazing meals. 

 Gifted and Talented: Halfway through testing. Invitations will be in Fox 
Folder this past Friday or this coming Friday. 

 4th: Writing: Just about to finish personal narratives; working on them for 
over a month now. Reading: Reading groups are at full steam and tied into 
science. Science: Web of Life. Growing bean sprouts right now. Math: Just 
introduced to greater-than, less-than, not equal. 

 Library: Thank you to everyone who helped at book fair.  
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 (In response to a question on Book Fair proceeds, we confirm that all 
proceeds stay in the library.) 

 5th: No parents of fifth graders in attendance. Dr. Guthals shared that they’re 
working on persuasive writing, and enjoying “pretty intense” math. And 
science is “something to do with dirt, because it spilled all over my foot.” 

 Specials: Art: Kinders are drawing simple shapes and using watercolors. 1st: 
Ugly Bugs. 2nd: Van Gogh while making flower still lifes. 3rd: How tomake and 
mix color schemes. 4th: Silly sentence pictures. 5th: 3-D Pop Art. Music: 
Drumming! Creating “Stomp” routines. PE: Grab your Beaters.  We are 
playing Quidditch  

Action Items 
 Hope for Hoog Update: Made almost $500, and took a picture of the school 

in Skyline colors. We’ll write a check to Hope for Hoog and send over the 
picture. 

 Box Tops: There are more steps in the process now than last year. Kids and 
parent volunteers at school will work on trimming and grouping; if there’s 
still more work we’ll call upon the parents who signed up last month. 

 Freddy’s: They’re giving 20%back to the school. The restaurant is on North 
Main; the event is from 5pm to 8pm. We are their first fundraiser! They’re 
overstaffing, kids can be loud, the food is good, and the custard is really good  

 Halloween Parade: The parade starts at 9 am. Sit in the cafeteria or the gym. 

 10th Anniversary: Parent meeting, ice cream social. We’ll be pre-scooping ice 
cream Tuesday at 2:30. Fifth graders are helping, but parents would be nice. 
We need volunteers that evening to help put on (i.e., ration) toppings, so there 
are enough to go around. 

 Cleanup Day: First Friday in November. We typically have 100 to 175 
volunteers. Husbands, grandpas, anybody — encourage them to come out! Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts are coming, we think. Kids can help too! 

 Holiday Pies: Sold through Loaf & Ladle again. We helped sell 175 pies last 
year for $300 (for us). This year, each pie is $16 and we get 20%(i.e., $3.20). 
We should make almost double if everyone who bought last year buys this 
year. We’ll send home order forms home on Tuesday the 1st; they’re due back 
on Monday the 14th. That’s just shy of 2 weeks to sell. Parents pickup pies the 
day before Thanksgiving. 

 Abo’s: In September, 28 homes ordered Abo’s and we get $4 per pizza. 

Bylaws & Policies 
 See the “By-Laws and Policies: Proposed Changes, 2011”document for 

complete details on all changes proposed at this meeting. 

 Members present offered no discussion on any point except on proxy votes. 
Removing the language about proxy votes would accurately reflect our 
current procedures (i.e., that FRCC has no formal procedure for accepting 
proxy votes, and has never accepted any), but deleting that provision limits 
the accessibility of voting in cases where someone may be unable to attend a 
meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:32 


