
Have The Courage to Be Outstanding 

February 13th, 2012 Minutes 
  

Meeting called to order at 7:01 

Announcements 
 Principal’s Report: Thanks to those who helped student council gather items 

for their community service project to St. Vrain Manor with treats and cards. 
Had more stuff than we could give away. It was a wonderful Saturday. 

 Brought up last time: confirmed enrollment of two full day and two half day. 
The full-day classes are now full; the half-day classes are on their way to being 
full. We had 40-some open enrollment requests (similar to last year), mostly 
at the Kindergarten level. Parents seem to pick a school and keep their kids 
there throughout, which is what we want anyway. 

 Preschool: Preschool registration is coming soon.  

 CSA P: Coming up! It takes parent support for us to do well; make sure the 
kids get their sleep and eat their breakfast. Don’t send them if they’re sick. 

 Focus School: We are starting a Focus School committee, starting at the 
teacher level. Teachers will meet with district administration to explain the 
process, with the initial meeting in a week or two. 

 Budget: New budget information came in Dr. Haddad’s letter this month. The 
state levels of funding are flat, but don’t account for growth, so St. Vrain will 
actually get a total of $742 less per student than in 2009-2010.  

 Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve carries. 

 Financial Report: Same as last month, but without budgeted income for 
selling gift cards to restaurants, which we’re no longer planning. 

Classroom Updates 
 PK: Registration is coming up! If you know anyone with younger siblings, get 

them signed up. Nothing’s really new in preschool. 

 K: Very excited for tomorrow’s party. Prepared their valentine’s bags today; 
came home with pink and red ink all over them. Science: Finishing up “wood” 
unit; have been making sawdust and turning the sawdust into blocks of wood 
with some glue. Reading: Started word wall words; took first spelling test last 
week. Eco-Cycle: Visited to talk about recycling; got to make paper. Math : 
Hitting the teens — ten to twenty — with manipulatives. 

 1st: Going to some new links in computer lab. Still working through Rigby. 
Earth Explorers: From Mountain to Ocean. W riting: “All about” books and 
“how to”.  Math : picture graphs, tables, comparing data. 

 2nd: Reading: Mouse and the Motorcycle. Working on comprehension. Should 
be around 2,400 minutes of home reading so far. W riting: Persuasive 
paragraphs. Writing book reviews. Math : Double digit subtraction. They’re a 
little ahead of the game so they can slow down in March. Science: Plants and 
animals — growing grass, growing wheat through straws. 

 3rd: Preparing for CSAP! For enrichment time, focusing on what the test looks 
like and how it’s not so bad. Social Studies: Economics and how to handle 
money. W riting: Writing prompts and how to make them look good. Math : 
Fractions. 
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 4th: Capital Trip to Denver is coming up! Reading: Working on pronouns, 
idioms, conveying emotions and meaning while they’re reading. Continue to 
work on literary essays. Math : New unit (in addition to division) is patterns, 
functions, and graphs — starting to graph fun shapes using points on a grid. 
Science: Organisms and systems. Reading about rainforests. W riting: Poetry 
and how to interpret poetry. 

 5th: Working on Colorado Conservation Project, culminating with a 
minimum of a five paragraph essay and a poster board / tri-fold format. 
Identified a topic, did some research in the computer lab to identify at least 
three websites where they can do research on their topic. Science: Comparing 
plant and human systems. Reading: Still working on Rigby; last one was using 
fix-up strategies. Math : Different ways of dividing large numbers; long 
division isn’t the only way.  

 Specials: A rt: Thanks for the donated pencils and erasers. K: Collage fish. 1st: 
Studying Jackson Pollock and working on abstract painting. 2nd: Stamp 
prints. 3rd: Pablo Picasso cubism projects. 4th: Designing and building paper 
sculptures. 5th: Fabric sculptures of Angry Birds. Music: Space Concert for the 
3rd graders on Wednesday, April 25th. Kid Zing on Tuesday, May 1st. Both are 
at Vance Brand. Music: Gearing up — 3rd, 4th, 5th will be doing a talent show 
within their class during TCAP. PE: Doing double-dutch jump roping, twelve 
box basketball. Team football. Com puter: Usually focused on resources to 
enrich what’s already happening in the classroom.  

Event Updates 
 Teacher Appreciation: We need your ideas! We’ll also ask for volunteers for 

the week to help with execution of all those ideas.  

 We wanted to relieve teachers of recess duty, but can’t for liability reasons. 
Mead did chair massages. We can’t during the week, but we could do it 
another week and just say it’s for teacher appreciation. 

 Yearbook: Still accepting pictures up to the beginning of March  

 Carnival: Have gone through the catalogs and just need to do the selection 
process and order everything. Before spring break we’ll update all the 
marketing pieces. Official date is May 1 8th.  

Action Items 
 Request for Funds: Read Across America Day is March 1st this year. We’ve 

invited author and an author-illustrator to Fall River. 

 Donald Sam son is a local author — “Dragon Boy” is the first book in his very 
popular series. He has visited other schools in the district and comes to us 
highly recommended. He’ll put on one presentation for fifth graders, one for 
fourth graders. The charge to have him come is $160 for both presentations 
together. He’ll then bring flyers for anyone interested in ordering books from 
him to get them at a discount. He’ll then come back and sign them. 

 Lesley A nne-Clark writes and illustrates books for younger kids. 
“Peepsqueak” is a new one. She is a former teacher; she’s done presentations 
before but not in a long time so she has offered to come for free. Harper-
Collins will give us a 40% discount on books we order associated with her 
visit. She’ll be here for the entire day on March 1st.  

 Ms. Bennett requests $125 to give her lunch and then $100 to pay her. $160 
for Mr. Samson. The m otion carries. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:42 


