
Have The Courage to Be Outstanding 

March 12th, 2012 Minutes 
  

Meeting called to order at 7:02 

Announcements 
 Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve as written. Motion carries. 

 Financial Report: Still lots of teachers left to use their teacher grants. Field 
trips must be coming up; nobody’s spent it yet. 

 Principal’s Report: Finished preschool registration; all spots are full for next 
year. We have fewer people on the waiting list than last year.  Kindergarten: 
Preview on April 18th and 19th where kids can come with their parents to see 
the classrooms, and signup for an assessment. Jump Start in August, with 
priority for kids who are going to be in full-day or kids who have never been 
in any school at all. Fifth Graders: Transition starting soon. Counselors for 
Trail Ridge. TCAP: Tests start tomorrow. Don’t want to test kids who are sick, 
but makeups are harder now — kids cannot test in the same room as kids who 
are taking any other test.  

 Will not be in the portables. First grade may need four classes (depending on 
staffing ratios coming out in April), but we can free up a classroom for that 
purpose by combining Literacy and Resource Room. Would like to try 
Discovery Den another year, but that does take up a classroom.  

Classroom Updates 
 Specials: Art: Third grade on display. Third grade sewing of Angry Birds by 

front entrance. Music: space concert coming up. KidZing concert coming up. 
Botha t Vance Brand. PE: Rope World and learning how to jump “double 
dutch.” Working on upper body strength. 

 PK: Talking about the solar system; put up their planets today. 

 K: Field Trip coming up. Thank you to FRCC for their second field trip! 
They’ll see Jack and the Beanstalk at the Boulder Dinner Theatre. Also 
working on a weather unit (one of the new science kits). They do about full 
weather checks per day. Studying the moon; charting the moon once a week 
for two weeks. 

 1st: Started fractions. Time, relating it to money and to the clock 

 2nd: Going to the aquarium in a couple weeks. They’re growing grass, growing 
wheat through straws. Homework has been review. Watch the movie Mouse 
and the Motorcycle and compared/contrasted book to movie.  

 3rd: Doing a book report on a cereal box with books at their level. Math: 
Measuring. 

 4th: Starting TCP tomorrow. Looking forward to showing off how much they 
know. For reading, creating images to help understand what’s happening in 
books. Working on suffices; practicing reading and phrases to understand 
what’s going on. Learning & identifying exaggeration and hyperbole. Math: 
Understanding decimals now. Adding decimals using number lines.  Social 
Studies: A little on how people’s actions affect the community. Science: 
Magnetism and electricity, with more of that after TCAP. 
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 5th: Launched Colorado Conservation Project. That encompasses writing, 
science, and some social studies too. Reading: Prefixes and when to use them. 
Math: Practice for TCAP. 

 Event Updates: Chipotle Night (April 17th). We get 50% — an excellent 
fundraiser for our group. 

Action Items 
 Funding Request: Asked for $115 to cover the remaining registration costs 

for Odyssey of the Mind. The kids already contributed a portion; Shana 
covered the $115 difference and would like to be reimbursed. Motion carries. 

 King Soopers Free Money: Get a gift card, purchased through King Soopers 
through the school. For $5 get a $5 gift card. Load as much more as you want; 
every time you use the card FRCC gets 5% of groceries and gas you purchase 
at King Soopers. For every $5,000 they send us a check for $250. Black Rock 
Elementary has been getting $1,500 / month in free money. 

 Yearbook: $16 / book cost. Last year we sold for $20 / book. We get two free 
(for library and office). Motion to set price for $20. Motion carries.  

 Teacher Appreciation: We’d love some help. Massages for free, candy cart for 
free.  

 Carnival: All prizes ordered — about $1,100 in prizes. Started divvying out 
tasks, getting people on the calendar for the 18th. We have the leftover 
backpacks, but we don’t really need them for Carnival; we’ll put them to use 
somewhere else (perhaps Summer Reading next year). 

 Need help with balloons; last year that went slowly. Should we count tickets? 
Not really. Not doing pie. 

 Fox Trot: Fox Trot Run Coordinator is moving away. Clare will take that job 
(volunteered today). 

 Do we want to distance ourselves from 9 Health Fair? The Health Fair 
committee can run with that idea separately; no discussion on that in this 
meeting. 

 District Parent Committee Update: Clare reports enjoying going; they look 
every year for someone to represent Fall River. Longmont is the safest town 
in Colorado! Sheriff Pelle came to a meeting and told of changes he’d made. 
In all the high schools and some middle schools they have a School Resource 
Officer on-hand at all times that’s improved the schools. We had 13 known 
gangs a few years ago; it’s down to four. Now that they have these officers on-
hand 911 calls about schools are down to almost none. 

 Combining Heritage, Loma Linda, Spangler into a PK-8. Connecting Heritage 
and Loma Linda, and making some major improvements to the building. 
Once a month on the third Friday of the month.  

 District brings parents in from all schools (when they can), and it just 
connects us to what the district is doing. Bring in state senators and 
congresspersons to talk about what’s happening in Denver. 

 Fall River has lost $300,000 over the last three years. (Broke down all the per-
student figures for the last three years.) 

 Spirit Wear: New website spiritgeardirect.com 


